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DAME LUCETTE ALDOUS, AC — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.07 am]: It is with great sadness 
that I inform the house of the passing of one of Western Australia’s and Australia’s best-known ballerinas and living 
treasures, Dame Lucette Aldous, AC. She passed away in Perth on 5 June 2021 at the age of 82. Dame Aldous 
dedicated her life to excellence in her beloved ballet, and was a passionate champion of the broader dance community 
in Western Australia, Australia and around the world. At the tender age of 17 she was awarded a scholarship at the 
prestigious Royal Ballet School in London. She excelled and went on to have a long and highly successful career in 
Europe. On returning to Australia in 1970 at the age of 32, she joined the Australian Ballet and very quickly became 
a principal dancer, an incredibly challenging and physically demanding career at the peak of her profession. 
Her passion for dance continued well after her retirement as a ballerina. In 1982 she joined the faculty of the 
Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts at Edith Cowan University in Perth. After retiring from full-time 
work she went on to share her love of dance as a teacher, coach and adjudicator both locally and nationally. In 
2009 her unwavering dedication to the dance community was acknowledged with a lifetime achievement award 
from the Australian Dance Awards. In 2018 she was bestowed with a Companion of the Order of Australia. 
Dame Aldous’s passing is a great loss to Western Australia, and is met with sadness by the local, national and 
international dance community. I am sure all members of this house will join me in extending our heartfelt condolences 
to Dame Aldous’s family, as well as her many colleagues and friends. A memorial will be held on Wednesday, 
25 August, at His Majesty’s Theatre to celebrate the life of Dame Aldous. 
Vale a great Western Australian dancer, Dame Lucette Aldous. 
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